DECLARATION AND COMMUNIQUE 

REGIONAL  CONFERENCE ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES AND FOOD SECURITY FOR WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA

26 – 30 April, 2004, IITA, Ibadan, Nigeria

PREAMBLE

1. Whereas the Conference on Plant Genetic Resources and Food Security for West and Central Africa, was organized under the auspices of the Council for Agricultural Research and Development in West and Central Africa (CORAF/WECARD), in partnership with the following institutions:

· International Plant Genetic Resources Institute (IPGRI), 

· International Institute for Tropical Agriculture (IITA), 

· Genetic Resources Policy Initiative (GRPI)

· West African Rice development Association (WARDA), 

· International Crops Research Institute for Semi Arid Tropics (ICRISAT)

· Desert Margins Programme (DMP),

· World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF), 

· The Systemwide Genetic Resources Programme (SGRP), 

· Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), and the 

· National Centre for Genetic Resources and Biotechnology (NACGRAB), Nigeria,

2. And whereas various institutions and stakeholders, drawn from national agriculture and forestry research institutions, universities, non-governmental organizations, International Agricultural Research Centres (IARCs), Advanced Research Institutions (ARI’s) and government ministries (ministries of Agriculture and Rural Development, Environment, and Science and Technology, Nigeria), attended the above mentioned conference, and,
3. Recognizing that the main goal of this conference was to enable assessment of the state of regional collaboration in plant genetic resources conservation and management in the West and Central Africa region, and explore mechanisms for strengthening management, conservation and use of Plant Genetic Resources in the sub-region, 

4. In consequence, participants attending the Regional PGR Conference, after 5 days of deliberations, arrived at conclusions and recommendations, spelt out through the following Declaration:

WE THE CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS,

Convinced of the special value of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, in contributing towards food and nutritional security, environmental health and for economic and ecosystem maintenance in the sub-region;

Acknowledging that the exploration, collection and conservation of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture are essential for purposes of crop improvement through breeding and biotechnology, and for sustainable agricultural development for present and future generations;

Aware also, that issues of plant genetic resources conservation and sustainable use cut across all countries in the sub-region, and that some efforts, to differing degrees, are being made by countries in promoting conservation and sustainable use of genetic resources; 

Aware further, that there are several institutions and stakeholder organizations within countries (including public sector research institutions, universities, private sector, NGOs, and farmer and community organizations), involved in work on conservation and/or use of genetic resources, 

Concerned however, that gene banking capacities, both in terms of physical and human resources in various countries in the sub-region is generally low, and that only very few countries in the sub-region, are able to make significant commitments towards supporting research, conservation and use of genetic resources;

Concerned further that genetic resources are consequently being lost (from fields, on farms, and in gene banks) at a fast rate through genetic erosion and through lack of appropriate policies, regulatory instruments, and resources, and that countries of the sub-region are not benefiting optimally, from their rich and diverse genetic resources;

Acknowledging, that regional collaboration in genetic resources among countries in the sub-region has been generally weak, and that there are great opportunities for enhancing conservation and sustainable use of genetic resources through regional collaboration and regional projects, drawing countries in the sub-region to work together in the conservation and use of genetic resources,

Aware that a number of international conventions and treaties on genetic resources (viz, the Convention on Biological Diversity, the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, etc) that have been ratified by several African countries, call for sustained country efforts and for collaboration among countries in the conservation and sustainable use of genetic resources;

Aware also that such is reflected in the priorities of NEPAD, FARA, ECOWAS and other regional and sub-regional blocks in Africa;

Now therefore call upon the Council for Agricultural Research in Africa (CORAF/WECARD), to initiate processes that will lead to strengthening collaboration across countries in the sub-region, in the area of genetic resources conservation, sustainable use and policies, and consequently,    
Do resolve as follows:

1. CORAF should play a strong advocacy role in championing the cause of genetic resources in the sub-region, and to bring the importance and urgency of genetic resources mangement, conservation and use to the highest level of political structure in the sub-region, in partnership with relevant national and international organizations,

2. In the above regard CORAF will seek full partnership of ECOWAS and other economic and political groupings within the sub-region, and seek for an inter-govenmental deliberation and consultation on the issue. 

3. The Genetic Resources Network for West and Central Africa (GRENEWECA) should be Strengthened, Facillitated and Empowered, to play a lead support and coordination role in regional networking and collaboration in genetic resources in the sub-region, and to link efforts of countries and networks operating on genetic resources within the sub-region.

4. CORAF is called upon to initiate processes towards the establishment of nodal Centres of Excellence (CoEs) for gene banking in priority species and collections of the sub-region. These gene banking nodes will be based on existing national gene banks, and their selection will be dependent on offers and proposals to be received from countries. 

5. CGIAR institutions operating in the sub-region and having gene banks (IITA, ICRISAT, and WARDA) , should be requested to make their gene bank facilities available for keeping regional colllections, and to play stronger roles in supporting conservation and curation of germplasm of the subregion, as duplicate samples for long-term conservation. 

6. There is a need for strengthening and institutionalizing the concept of National (Plant) Genetic Resources Programme, involving the relevant stakeholders in countries. The national programme will have the following key elements:
a. An identified national Focal Institution
b. A National Plant Genetic Resources Committee
c. A national Strategic Plan for plant genetic resources conservation and use
d. A coordination mechanism

e. Allocated funding coordination and networking.

7. In this regard, CORAF is called upon to write to all member countries (NARS Directors) stressing the importance of coordination and collaboration in genetic resources matters, across sectors, institutions and disciplines,  and advocating for a coordinated approach to national programme development at country level to be institutionalized and supported, as a first step in strengthening regional capacities in the sub-region.

8. Existing global initiatives and programmes, such as the:

a. State of the World Report on Conservation and Use of PGRFA

b. The Global Plan of Action

c. The Global Crop Diversity Trust

d. Genetic Resources Policy Initiative, and the

e. International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture,

do offer opportunities and resources (financial and/or technical) to Country Programmes towards the conservation and sustainable use of genetic resources. 

9. CORAF should seek partnership and collaboration from relevant international organizations, notably the International Plant Genetic Resources Institute (IPGRI), other CGIAR centres with genetic resources programmes and gene banks in the sub-region, and the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO), for technical and financial support in the implementation of the programme of GRENEWECA, and in supporting national and sub-regional programme development in genetic resources  in the sub-region.

10. Efforts should also be made to seek collaboration and partnerships with other international and regional networks and programmes from other regions of the world, towards strengthening PGR conservation and capacity building in West and Central Africa.

The Programme of the Conference is attached as appendix 1, while the full list of participants is attached as Appendix 2. Appendix 3 is the summary report on the conference.

Developed and Concluded this Thirtieth Day of April, 2004, 

at IITA, Ibadan, Nigeria.

Signed, on Behalf of Conference Participants:

-------------------------
               ------------------------                     ------------------------

     CORAF
                                  IPGRI                                                    IITA
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