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CORAF/WECARD

& toimprovetheefficiency and effectiveness of agricultural
resear ch for development in West and Central Africa by
contributing to the construction and the consolidation of
the capacities of the National Agricultural Research
Systems through co-operation between its members,
development partners, regional and inter national
organisations, private sector, non-gover nmental
organisations, and users of research results on one hand,
and

@ toconsolidatethe position of the West and Central African
sub-region within the context of the inter national
agricultural research and development, on the other hand.
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CORAF/WECARD

Contribute to strengthening and increasing the
efficiency of agricultural research for
devel opment, thereby facilitating the
achievement of food security, economic growth
stimulation and agricultural market
competitiveness through productive and
sustainable agriculture, while preserving the

natural resource base
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Increasing productivity of land; and of Iabour using
new hi-technologies to attain aleast 6% annual
growth

| mproving the production systems (INRM)

Rekindling market orientation of agricultural
produce

Appropriate technology transfer and use
mechanisms

Reversing the devastating consequences of
Infectious diseases (HIV/AIDS; malaria; etc.) on
production

Developing (human and institutional) capacity



$

CORAF/WECARD

& Achievea6 % annual growth in agricultural
productivity through 2020

& Havedynamic agricultural markets among nations
and between regions

& Beanet exporter of agricultural products

& Havefood avalability and affordability, equitable
distribution of wealth

& Beadtrategic player in agricultural science and
technology development

& Have aculture of sustainable use of natural
resources



CORAF/WECARD

@ Research should produce state of the art technologies that

focus on the needs of the poor of the poorest
preserve and validate indigenous knowledge
formulate and implement requisite policies
create market outlets

& Future agricultural growth must depend heavily

enhanced productivity of both land and labour
— role of biotechnology

& The new paradigm should address whole value chain

production, processing, marketing, value-
adding aspects, health, income and overall
food security



Professionalize the various actors in the agricultural
sector

|mprove the appropriation and use of new technology in
production

Establish an appropriate macro-economic framework —
market-driven research

Develop human capital

Coordinate to ensure effective orientation of the
Intervention of partners

Take into account gender needs



Burkina Faso, Cap-Verde,
Chad, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Mauritania,
Niger an Senegal

Guinea, Sierra Leone, Cote
d’'lvoire, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria

Cameroun, Congo,
Gabon, Republic of Central Africa and
Democratic Republic of Congo
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Cotton, Grain legumes, Oil palm,
Meat, milk, fish, Maize, rice,
millet, sorghum, Coffee, cocoa,
para-rubber, Wood,
Banana/Plantain, Fruits and
vegetables, Roots & tubers.



Rain-based cereal farming
systems, Rain-based cotton
farming systems, Irrigated
systems, Peri-urban systems,
Forest systems, Agro-pastoral
systems, Agro-forestry systems



genetic resource,

biotechnol ogy,

agricultural policy,

Information & communication, and
technology transfer



& African gene pools need to be conserved
& Huge loss as a result poor conservation

& Nerica devt came from conserved Africa rice
gene pool

@ Need understand the value of our genetic resources
for better use

@ Eg. Gene for High yielding Oil palm in
Malaysia came from WA
& Nutrition: Highly nutritious leafy vegetables

& Value of our medicina plants; Etc.



Develop and retain human capital for national GR
programs, ensure sub-regional training capacity in
GR;

Strengthen selected PGR centres to undertake sub-
regional roles;

Explore and collect endemic, endangered, neglected,
traditional cultivars

Devel op modern tools for germplasm collection,
characterization, conservation, Improvement, and
USe;



Characterize Germplasm — Describe botanical, agro-
morphological, molecular, potential economic
characteristics,

|dentify genetic traits of economic importance - multi-
disciplinary screening and multilocation evaluation;

Develop legal mechanisms for regional gene-bank
management, and exchange of germplasm;

Create public awareness and information dissemination
system on conservation and use of GR;



Strengthen National Programsin PGR & AGR
conservation: focus on national policy, strategy,
funding and co-ordination mechanisms,

Strengthen links b/w national, regional and
International institutions on genetic resources,

Develop and standardize documentation systems;

Collect, document indigenous knowledge on
conservation and use of GR.



What rolefor

@& Network: forum of scientistsworking on a
resear ch problem of common interest

&7 networks

& Base-centre: national centre of excellence open to
regional and international cooperation

&5 base centres

& Regional Projects. research project initiated and
endorsed by CORAF/WECARD and itsNARS
members

& CG & ARIs



Reasons for focusing on Genetic

Resources
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Poverty rates have been falling in all regions except in SSA; Malnutrition is
still very high.Source: World Bank, 2005
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To focus on a system that emphasizes

productivity of land and labor
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To ensure that agriculture plays its

expected role in poverty reduction in WCA

EAST ASIA 15 0.48
SOUTH ASIA 40 0.48
AFRICA 46 0.72
LATIN 16 0.10
AMERICA

It is estimated that 1% increase in staple crop yield can lift 2 million people out of
poverty in Africa (Thirtle et al. 2003)
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@i ECOWAS' s mandate to CORAF/WECARD to serve asits
technical arm

@ UEMOA’s MoU with CORAF/WECARD

@i CORAF/WECARD’s on-going negotiations with CEEAC &
CEMAC

@l CORAF/WECARD’s preparation of WAAPP & CAAPP
to implement CAADP as mandated by ECOWAS

W With CG centers & with INSAH/CILSS

@ Strengthening NARS emerging from armed conflict is a
new focus



& West & Central African farmers and consumers

@ Sub-regional, national insitutions— ECOWAS, CEMAC,
UEMOA, HUB, FARA, CILSS/INSAH, ROPPA, etc.

@ Financial partners— NARS, DFID, AfDB, USAID, IDRC,
EU Coopération francaise, GTZ, UNDP.

@ International and advance centers - IPGRI, CTA, GFAR,
IFS, WARDA, IITA, ILRI, AATF,, etc.

@ Locd/lInternational NGOs

& Crop R4D Networks
@ African Public and Private Sectors, incl. Farmer and Trade
Organi zations, Seed Co., €tc.



& GR priority for sub-region

@ build on the guality of scientific interventions
with respect to collect, conservation, use

& strengthen strategic alliances, focusing on
Improving the rural livelihoods through GR
use

& enhance financial viability to facilitate
CORAF/WECARD'’s lead in regional GR
management in collaboration with scientific
partners, and

& adapting to changes in the global
environment.



& With the MDGs in the back of our minds,
there is a need to take actions which could
galvanize formidabl e partnerships such as
NCE developments

& These would form the foundation for
addressing challenges of sustaining food
security, enhancing livelihoods, protecting the
environment and acting as catalystsin rural
devel opment.



Secrétariat exécutif
Tél (221) 869 96 18
Fax (221) 869 96 31
E-mail: secoraf@coraf.org

Web: www.coraf.org

MERCI POUR VOTRE
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