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REGIONAL CONFERENCE: Towards Regional Cooperation for Effective and Efficient ex situ Conservation of PGRFA in West and Central Africa (WCA)

Ouagadougou, BURKINA FASO
12-15 September 2006

PROGRAMME

	DAY I: Tuesday, 12 September 2006

Chairman:  Prof Emmanuel Owusu Bennoah, Chairman, CORAF/WECARD
Rapporteurs: Dr Bettina Haussman, ICRISAT

	Time
	Activity
	Responsible

	09:00
	Opening of Conference


	Prof Emmanuel Owusu Bennoah, Director General CSIR, Ghana. (Chairman, CORAF/WECARD)

	09:05
	Welcome and Opening Remarks
	Dr. Gnissa Konate, Director, INERA

	09:10
	Brief Opening Remarks:
	Dr. Paco Sereme, Executive Secretary of CORAF/WECARD

Dr. Kwesi Atta-Krah, Deputy Director General, Bioversity International

Ms. Brigitte Laliberté, Projects Manager, Global Crop Diversity Trust

Prof. Aggrey Ambali, NEPAD Science and Technology

	09:40-10:05
	Keynote Presentation:  CORAF/WECARD’s Strategic position in the region in genetic resources networks and collaboration in WCA
	Dr. Marcel Nwalozie, Scientific Coordinator, CORAF

	10:05
	Opening Address by the Honorable Minister
	Ministre des enseignements Secondaire, Supérieur et de la Recherche Scientifique du Burkina Faso

	10:20
	Coffee Break / Group Photo
	


	SESSION I: From Ibadan to Ouagadougou – Background and Overview Presentations

Chairperson: Dr Gnissa Konate, Director, INERA
Rapporteur: Dr Amadou Sidibe, Coordinator National Programme for PGR, IER

	10:50
	Presentation I on the Background to the Ouagadougou Conference, Workshop Objectives and Expected Outcomes including the concept of NCEs
	Dr Raymond Vodouhe, Coordinator, Bioversity WCA office

	11.10
	Presentation II Overview on The International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture
	Policy Group – Dr Chiekh Allasane Fall, CORAF/WECARD

	11:30
	Presentation III Overview on The Global Crop Diversity Trust and its role in support to efficient and effective PGR conservation in WCA
	Ms Brigitte Laliberté, The Trust

	11:50
	Brief Presentations – Selected Regional Networks/Initiatives:

· INGER (Rice genetic resources Network)

· Global Conservation Strategy on Musa and relevance to the WCA situation
	
Drs Moussa Sie and Ines Sanchez, WARDA
Dr Kodjo Tomekpe, CARBAP

	12:20
	General Discussion
	

	12:45
	Lunch
	

	SESSION II: The Genebanks and PGR Conservation Situation in WCA

Chairperson: Dr Dominique Dumet, IITA
Rapporteur: Dr Mondiu Sarumi, FARA

	14:00
	CGIAR Genebanks and PGR Conservation:  Strategic Directions for Partnership in WCA
	Dr Dominuque Dumet, Dr Michael Halewood (Bioversity), Dr Bettina Haussmann (ICRISAT) and Dr Kwesi Atta-Krah

	14:30
	Genetic Resources Partnership Programmes of Advanced Research Institutions of relevance to WCA such as CIRAD, IRD and ECP/GR
	Dr Phillipe Vernier, CIRAD and Dr J.. Pham, IRD

	15:00
	Presentation IV of Report on Study on National PGR programmes – status and perspectives in WCA
	Dr. Moïse Houssou, Consultant, CORAF

	15:30
	General Discussion (Issues of Clarification)
	

	15:45
	Working Group I Session:  Further discussions on Study of National PGR Programmes and teasing out of issues
	

	16:00
	Coffee Break
	

	17:00
	Plenary Session I: Working Group Reports on issues arising from the National PGR Programme’s report
	Facilitator

	17:30
	Synthesis discussions and consensus development on NCEs, and key issues to be addressed towards their realization
	Facilitator

	19:00
	Social Dinner
	


	DAY 2: Wednesday, 13 September 2006

	SESSION III: Dealing with the Issues for NCE establishment

Chairman: Dr Sekou Beavogiu, Director General, IRAG

Rapporteur: Dr Ines Sanchez, GRU Manager, WARDA

	Time
	Activity
	

	08:30
	· Recap on Day I

· Introduction on Objectives for Day 2
	

	08:45
	Information sharing sessions on additional relevant initiatives such as:

· Cryobiology NCE

· Regulatory seed system in West Africa

· AEGIS
	Dr Kodjo Tomekpe
Dr Robert Guei, FAO
Ms Brigitte Laliberte, The Trust

	09:15
	Issues in Documentation and Information Sharing of relevance to WCA NCE’s
	Mr Fred Atieno, Bioversity

	09:45
	Working Group II Session: Dealing with the Issues

Establishment of Groups

· Group A: Developing Criteria and Processes for selecting NCE’s

· Group B: Physical institutional structures and resource capacities for NCE operations

· Group C: Interaction framework of NCE’s with other genebank facilities (CGIAR genebanks, national genebanks, “external” genebanks
	Facilitator

Dr Koffi Akpgana, Dr Cheikh Allasane Fall, Ms Brigitte Laliberte

Dr Samba Ly, Dr Dominique Dumet

Dr Marcel Nwalozie



	10:00
	Coffee Break
	

	10:30
	Working Group II Session continued
	

	12:30
	Lunch
	

	14:00
	Plenary Session II: Presentation of Working Group reports

· Discussion
	

	15:30
	Coffee Break
	

	SESSION IV:  Research and Scientific Dimensions of NCEs

Chairperson:  Dr Harry Palmier
Rapporteur: Mr Fred Atieno

	16:00
	Research and Scientific Dimensions of NCE operation:

· Introduction to the session - chairperson

· Panel members brief presentation

· Group discussion and sharing
	1. CORAF, Marcel Nwalozie

2. NRCRI, Gabriel Orkwor

3. CG, Bettina Haussman

4. IRD, Jean-Louis Pham

	17:30
	Synthesis of key research issues and roles
	Facilitator


	DAY 3: Thursday, 14 September 2006

Session V: Political and legal institutional framework (mostly focusing on the platform for exchange within the region) necessary for functioning of NCE.

Chairperson: Dr Robert Guei, FAO

Rapporteur: Dr Aristide Ongone-Obame, CCN, RG

	Time
	Activity
	

	08:30
	Presentation 1: Introduction on Legal Frameworks

Presentation 2: Ongoing policy related research for NCE

Presentation 3: Legal Status of CG-held collections
	Dr Michael Halewood

Dr Chiekh Allasane Fall
Dr Michael Halewood

	10:30
	Coffee Break
	

	11:00
	Presentation 4: Legal basis for exchanges within WCA

· From the CBD to the Treaty and beyond

· The International Treaty

· The Standard Material Transfer Agreement (SMTA) and Moving materials under the multilateral system of access and benefit sharing


	Dr Michael Halewood

Mr Robert Lettington

Dr Chiekh Allasane Fall



	12:00
	Presentation 5: Options for the legal status of collections in the regional system
	Mr Robert Lettington

	12:30
	Lunch
	

	14:00
	Working Group III Session: Focusing on  “Outstanding Issues” in policy domain
	Plenary discussion facilitated by Kwesi Atta-Krah

	15:30
	Coffee Break
	

	16:00 – 18:00
	Working Group III Session: continued
	


	DAY 4: Friday 15 September 2006

SESSION V continued:  Political and legal institutional framework (mostly focusing on the platform for exchange within the region).

Chairperson: Dr Robert Guei, FAO

Rapporteur: Dr Aristide Ongone-Obame, CCN, RG

	Time
	Activity
	

	09:00
	Plenary Session III:  Presentation of Working Group reports
· Plenary discussion and Recommendations
	Facilitator

	10:30
	Coffee Break
	

	SESSION VI: Funding mechanisms and sustainability elements 

Chairperson: Dr Michel Sedogo, INERA

Rapporteur: Dr Raymond Vodouhe, Bioversity

	11:00
	Overview introductory presentation followed by table discussions
	

	12:30
	Lunch
	

	SESSION VII: Conference Outcomes, Conclusions and Recommendations

Chairperson: Dr Paco Sereme, CORAF/WECARD
Rapporteur: Ms Brigitte Laliberté, The Trust

	14:00


	Session Summaries / Conclusions

· Sessions 1 - 6

· Each Summary will be followed by Discussion and Endorsement of Conclusions
	Facilitator

	15:00
	General Discussion: Any Outstanding and Next Steps
	

	15.30
	Coffee break
	

	CLOSING SESSION: 

Chairperson: Prof Emmanuel Owusu Bennoah, Chairman, CORAF/WECARD

	16:00
	Presentation and Adoption of Conference Declaration
	

	17:00
	Closing of Conference
	


� Final programme
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